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1. SUMMARY. TWENTY-FOUR FOREIGN REFUGEES, MOSTLY CHILEANS, 
UNDER UNHCR PROTECTION WERE KIDNAPPED BY BAND OF UNIDENTIFIED 
ARMED HEN IN BUENOS AIRES JUNE 11. ALL WERE RELEASED JUNE 12 
SUFFERING FROM BEATINGS AND ELECTRIC TORTURE, UNDER THREAT OF 
OEATH IF THEY OID NOT LEAVE ARGENTINA WITHIN 48 HOURS CSEE 
REF A). UNHCR IS NOW SEARCHING FOR COUNTRIES TO GIVE V 
PUBLIC STATEMENT I 



LEAST TOLERATING EXTRA-OFFICIAL ACTIONS. EMBASSY SUGGESTS 
DEPARTMENT RAISE THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE KITH MARTINEZ OE HOZ 

in Washington. End summary. 

a, THE WEEKEND KIDNAPPING AND TORTURE OF 24 FOREIGN 
REFUGEES FOLLOWING THEFT OF REFUGEE DOCUMENTS FROM CATHOLIC 
COMMISSION. ON IMMIGRATION JUNE 9 CREF C> HAS REPORTEDLY 
SPREAD TERROR AMONG THOUSANOS OF REFUGEES IN ARGENTINA. IT 
HAS ALSO EMBARRASSED THE NOW SILENT GOA, WHICH INSISTED LAST 
FRIOAY, JUNE 11, THAT FOREIGN REFUGEES HAD NO "SPECIFIC 
DANGER" TO FEAR IN ARGENTINA. TWENTY-FOUR REFUGEES IN 
BUENOS AIRES UNDER UNHCR PROTECTION— 23 CHILEAN, ONE URUGUAYAN— 
AND THE PARAGUAYAN HOTEL CLERK WERE KIDNAPPED, BEATEN, 

TORTURED AND FREED JUNE 11-12 ANO WARNED TO "LEAVE ARGENTINA 
WITHIN 48 HOURS OR BE KILLEO." UNHCR OFFICIALS ARE 
FRANTICALLY SEEKING FOREIGN COUNTRIES IN WHICH TO RELOCATE 
THE THREATENED REFUGEES, BUT- AS OF JUNE 14 HAD ONLY SECURED 
TWO PLACES IN NETHERLANDS, TWO IN CANADA AND UP TO FIVE IN 
SWEDEN. (UNHCR REP TOLD EM80FFS JUNE 14 THAT UNHCR/GENEVA 
WAS ASKED TO REQUEST ASYLUM IN .THE US FOR REFUGEES ENDANGERED 
IN ARGENTINA.) 

3. ACCORDING TO UNHCR REP, THE REFUGEES REPORTED THEV WERE 
INTERROGATED BY MAN THEY RECOGNIZED AS SECURITY OFFICERS FROM 
CHILE AND URUGUAY WHO HAD DOSSIERS ON EACH REFUGEE. WHILE UNDER- 
GOING BEATINGS, ELECTRIC TORTURE AND RECORDED MUSIC AND SCREAMS, 
THE CHILEAN REFUGEES WERE QUESTIONED BY CHILEAN SECURITY OFFICERS 
AND THE ONE URUGUAYAN BY URUGUAYAN OFFICIAL WHOM THEY INSISTED 
THEY RECOGNIZED, THE UNHCR REP SAIO. INTERROGATING TEAMS HAD 
RECORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE REFUGEES, APPARENTLY FROM THE 
DOCUMENTS STOLEN FROM THE CATHOLIC IMMIGRATION COMMISSION AND 
FILES FROM THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN, ACCORDING TO UNHCR REP WHO SPENT 
MOST OF THE WEEKEND WITH THE TERRORIZED REFUGEES. VICTIMS 

WERE ASKED ABOUT THEIR OWN ACTIVITIES ANO ABOUT THE UNHCR AND 
TOLO TO LEAVE ARGENTINA WITHIN 48 HOURS OR BE KILLEO. THEY 
TOLD UNHCR REP THAT THEY WERE BROUGHT TO OLD BUILDING THAT 
WAS WELL EQUIPPED WITH 'TORTURE APPARATUS." 

4. THE KIDNAPPINGS WERE VERY QUIETLY PLAYED IN ALL BUENOS’ 

AIRES- PRESS EXCEPT ENGLISH-LANGUAGE BA HERALD, WHICH RAN 
WEEKEND PAGE ONE STORIES, A SUNDAY FEATURE DESCRIBING THE 
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